
ENERGY AND  NEXUS ISSUES 

Our Low Hanging Fruit for Energy 

Access 

Energy efficiency is a powerful tool in 

increasing energy access 

RE generally has a shorter gestation 

period, easy to deploy and is environ-

mentally friendly 

Energy efficiency (EE) entails a sus-

tained decrease in amount of energy 

consumed per unit of production with-

out compromising the quality and quan-

tity EE lowers costs of products and 

improves competitiveness of product 

and servicesGovernment has banned 

the use of inefficient lighting (Inefficient 

Lighting Ban and Labelling, SI 21 of 

2017) and is encouraging energy effi-

ciency through prepaid metering sys-

tem and demand side management. 

An Energy Efficiency Policy is currently 

being crafted 

 Zimbabwe’s Re Tar-

gets 

 1 100MW (16.5%) of 

Renewable Energy 

in the overall energy 

mix by 2025 

 2 100MW (26.5%) of 

RE by 2030 

Photo Caption 

On the 09 October 2020, ZERO hosted a breakfast meeting, focusing on re-

newable energy with key energy nexus ministries to deliberate and agree on a 

key strategic direction to take in formulating a strong working relationship be-

tween civil society, government, and the private sector. The idea being to share 

what different Ministries are doing in relation to energy in their respective Minis-

try. This newsletter will highlight what stakeholders are doing in energy and also 

share some of the recommendations that were made during the deliberations. 

The specific objective of the meeting were 

I. Deliberate on Strategies on Resource Mobilization in the implementation of 

the Renewable Energy Policy  

II. Review the Implementation Framework of the Renewable Energy and Bio-

fuels Policies 

III. To improve appreciation of how Nexus Ministries link with Renewable En-

ergy. 

IV. Suggest Government and Civil Society Partnership Strategy Frameworks 

at national, provincial and district levels 

V. Propose Institutional Structure to Carry Forward the Recommendations  

visuals to add interest and enable the reader to scan quickly for infor-

mation.   
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Energy Situation in Zimbabwe Electricity 

According to 2012 census 70% of the population lives in the rural areas and have 
about 19% access to modern energy (electricity). 

The suppressed peak demand is about 1490 MW 

We meet our power demand through internal power generation (ZPC & IPPs) and 
imports from neighboring countries- bilateral & DAM 

Close to 90% of energy needs of rural communities met from traditional fuels, 
mainly fuelwood. 

5 300 clinics and schools and 10 000 other facilities were without electricity at the 
close of 2017 however by 2020 over 9400 rural                                  institutions 
have been electrified.                                   

 National estimated daily fuel consumption  

- Unleaded petrol – 1.5 million litres / day since lockdown 

     - Diesel – 2.5 million litres / day since lockdown  

Generally we have energy poverty in rural areas and need to increase energy 
access. This improves the socioeconomic status of societies, improve education 
and betters the livelihood of rural women and children. 

Renewable Energy Opportunities 

The country is endowed with the following renewable energy resources which can 
be harnessed to improve the standards of living: 

Solar, Wind, Small Hydropower,  Biomass (including biogas & agricultural)  

Waste –municipal waste (biodegradable) 

To encourage investment by consumers government has promulgated SI86 of 
2018 Net Metering Regulations, SI235 of 2020 Solar Water Heater Regulations 
and SI147 of 2010 and SI13 of 2020 Duty Exemption on solar PV products, Li 
batteries and accessories. 

Examples of Technologies that 

can be deployed 

Agriculture 

RE powered water pumping 

Biogas based lighting and heating 

e.g. Biogas at Pig Industry Board 

Solar drying 

Development of RE based tobacco 

curing processes 

Wind based water pumping and 

electricity generation 

Right sizing of irrigation systems  

Homesteads, Towns and Cities 

Solar Street and Traffic lights 

Waste to energy projects 

Solar water heating & solar water 

pumping 

Solar powered electric mass 

transport systems and charging 

infrastructure 

Health Services 

Roof-top Solar systems for medi-

cal refrigeration, mortuaries, water 

pumping, lighting, space heating, 

telecommunication and staff appli-

ances 

Biogas digesters for maternity 



Examples of Technolo-

gies that can be de-

ployed 

Education 

Solar mini grids systems  

Distributed Renewable 

Technologies like solar 

lanterns, solar radios and 

TVs, solar phone charg-

ing units, demonstration 

RE labs 

Inclusion of more energy 

related literature into the 

curriculum 

Mining 

Solar power plants, LED 

lighting 

Public Service, Hotels 

and Housing 

Efficient lighting and intel-

ligent switch systems 

Net-metered solar and 

wind powered systems 

Solar water heating  

Green Buildings 

Government Initiatives 

to ensure energy ac-

cess 

Primary Acts, Energy 

Regulatory Authority Act, 

[Chapter 13:23] of 2011, 

Electricity Act [Chapter 

13:19] of 2002, Petroleum 

Act Chapter 13:22 of 

2006, Rural Electrification 

Fund Act Chapter 13:20 

of 2002, National Energy 

Policy (2012), National 

Renewable Energy Policy 

(2020) , National Biofuels 

Policy (2020) 

Ministry of Local Government, Public Works and National Housing 

The Ministry is reviewing the National Housing of 2012 

Currently developing the National human settlement policy which in cooperate that eve-

ry new housing should adopt energy conservation and should meet basic service for 

human settlement, Promoting use of bio digesters , Working with investors who want to 

do PPPs, Ministry of Mines and Mining Development. 

Presents of new investors in the Platinum mining sector to set up standalone energy 

systems, Ministry of Lands, Agriculture & Rural Resettlement, Looking for investors who 

might be interested in promoting floating solar power station, Looking for investors inter-

ested in waste water treatment plant 

Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education 

Promoting electrification of schools using modern energy technologies e.g. biogas, so-

lar, Working hard in making sure that the literature of energy is available in schools 

UNDP-Current or anticipated efforts towards Energy Sector improvements in Zim-

babwe 

Low Emission Development Strategy (Energy Sector), E- Mobility Framework Develop-

ment, Development and Adoption of IEC standards on solar home systems IEC 62257-

9-5 and 62257-9-8, National Energy Efficiency Policy Development, Solar For Health 

Project, SGD Fund (Climate Finance Facility Support), Bankable Project Proposal for 

the Solar Thermal Technology Roadmap and Implementation plan for Zimbabwe 



Contact Us 

Wellington Madumira 

            Zero (Regional 

Environment Organisa-

tion) 

            158 Fife Avenue 

            Greenwood Park 

            P.O Box 5338 

            Harare 

            Telephone: 

+263774418778 

+263733300741  

zeroregional.net 

The Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education  

The Ministry had set up a committee with Harare institute of Technology which 

Ministry of Energy and Power development is keen to be part of it, The Ministry 

signed an MOU with Satewave in trying to promote renewable energy penetration 

in Zimbabwe 

Ministry of Youth, Sport, Arts and Recreation 

Involvement of youth in renewable energy discussion, Need to review Renewable 

Energy Policy every 5 years 

Renewable Energy Fund-REF 

Electrification of rural public institution e.g. health centres and schools, National 

and domestic biogas programs, Offering 50% subsides for rural communities that 

want to venture into energy, Willing to partner with all interested stakeholders, No 

coordination of youth leadership in energy 

Ministry of Transport, Communication and Infrastructural Development 

They are putting in place that all roads are in good shape before the rain season, 

The Ministry is putting joint effort with Ministry of Energy in developing an Electric 

mobility in Zimbabwe 

 

University of Zimbabwe- Renewable Energy Master’s Programme (REP) 

1. The Programme started in 1996, but came to a halt in 2012 due to a lack of human and financial resources.  

2. Resuscitated in 2015 with the help of EUEI PDF RCP.  

3. More than 160 candidates have graduated from the Programme and are serving as professionals in the field of renewable 

energy. 

4. Full staff compliment with professors, doctorate degree holders and experienced industrialists 

5. Reprograming has seen the creation of new Energy Programs at UZ that is among others the  Undergraduate in Energy and 

Power Engineering and Masters in Power Generation 

6. The University has also registered MPhil and DPhil candidates who are conducting deeper research in the field of Renewa-

ble Energy. 

7. The University has also collaborated with key stakeholders in the Energy Sector such as ZERA and ZETDC in various pro-

ject that range from energy audits, energy efficiency studies, anti-vandalism technologies in the grid and as well as biofuels 

technology. 

 

Conclusion and recommendations 

University of Zimbabwe can collaborate with ZERA on possible ways of accessing funds to support more student participation 

in the Renewable energy Master’s program 

We need to work together and come up with a document that supports our national vision 2030 through ensuring increased 

access to energy for all sectors of the country. 

We need to actively dedicate our efforts in realizing efficient use of energy in our workplaces and spheres of influence as Min-

istries. 

I look forward to hearing each Ministry’s efforts or intended efforts towards RE and Energy Efficiency 

The energy sector is in transition and continues research and development, early adoption of new technologies will leap frog 

will accelerate access to modern energy. 

Take off 

Need to develop a renewable energy inforpedia for easy sharing and accessing of energy related information 

Need to have a nordal agency for coordination  
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